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You were just as likely to find him and his

associates at the Streetball Showdown as
you were at Freedom Hall, where he served
so many years as the U of L team physician.

Jim Watkins, the athletic director for Jef-
ferson County Public Schools, cannot re-
member when this state has conducted finals
for any sport without representatives of
Ellis’ office on the scene.

In 1993 athletic directors across Kentucky
created an award for friends of high school
sports, outside of school personnel, who pro-
vide distinguished service. Not only did the
athletic directors give Ellis the first award,
but they also named it the Dr. Rudy J. Ellis
Award.

‘‘Nobody could be more deserving,’’ Wat-
kins said. ‘‘Or more humble.’’

Ellis never sent the high schools a bill. He
only sent every patient on the way with a
smile, convincing you that if you followed
his instructions you’d be hanging on the rim
again soon. No wonder so many local ath-
letes who have become professionals never
let another doctor take their temperature
until they checked with him.

Griffith was not Dr. Dunkenstein, the 1980
college basketball player of the year, when
he met Ellis. Griffith was a terrified Male
High School sophomore wincing from every
breath after taking a hard shoulder to his
chest at practice.

‘‘You look a little worried, son,’’ Ellis said
after Wade Houston, the Male coach, brought
Griffith to the office. ‘‘Well, you’re going to
live. In fact, you’ll be fine.’’

‘‘Dr. Ellis wasn’t in medicine for the
money,’’ Griffith said. ‘‘He was really in
medicine to help people. When you looked in
his eyes, you saw he really cared about you.’’

Ask any high school athlete who attended
Super Saturday. For at least the past 15
years, Ellis organized a battalion of local
doctors and trainers who provided physical
examinations for any high school athlete. He
insisted that the Super Saturdays be staged
three times a year so athletes from fall, win-
ter and spring sports were covered. Watkins
said the doctors examined 1,500 to 2,000 stu-
dents at each session.

At each free session, that is.
‘‘There aren’t many people like Rudy

Ellis,’’ Watkins said. ‘‘He truly believed it
was his responsibility that every athlete had
quality medical care.’’

‘‘Louisville has lost a great man,’’ Griffith
said.

And Louisville has lost a great friend.∑
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM E. BREW,
MINORITY GENERAL COUNSEL,
SENATE COMMITTEE ON VETER-
ANS’ AFFAIRS

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
note with great sadness the departure
of someone who had become a veritable
institution on the staff of the Senate
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs—mi-
nority general counsel, William E.
Brew.

Bill retired from the Committee on
April 4, 1997—19 years and 1 day after
he came for what he believed, at the
time, was a less than 2-year commit-
ment. How fortunate we all have been
that those 2 years stretched out for al-
most 2 decades!

When Bill joined the committee staff
as associate counsel in April 1978, the
Committee was still fairly young—it
had only been established in 1971. So,
the fact is, Bill has been with the Com-
mittee for almost as long as the Com-

mittee itself has been in existence. Ask
him about any piece of legislation that
came before the committee during his
tenure, and he can most likely give you
a blow-by-blow description of its legis-
lative history, the major players in-
volved, subsequent modifications, etc.
Everyone who has heard of Bill’s depar-
ture has commented on how great the
loss of his institutional memory will
be.

Bill is truly a fountain of knowledge
about veterans legislation. But his is
no dry history lesson. Bill is a wonder-
ful storyteller, whose recounting of the
past is full of humor and the little de-
tails that bring those events to life.

And no one shares his knowledge
more generously and willingly than
Bill. He is a gifted teacher. Countless
young—and not so young—legislative
staffers have benefited from his unique
expertise. Bill’s patience is legendary.
No matter how many times he ex-
plained something, he was always will-
ing to take time to go over it again.
His mentoring of younger staffers was
particularly meaningful to many with
whom he discussed not only work is-
sues, but life goals and philosophies.

Bill anchored the committee through
times of change. He saw the committee
through several shifts of control from
Democratic to Republican Congresses,
and although a committed Democrat
himself, won the respect and apprecia-
tion of both Democratic and Repub-
lican chairmen alike. He was tremen-
dously helpful to me at the time I as-
sumed chairmanship of the committee
in 1993. He has truly been a mainstay of
the committee.

Bill is a graduate of Notre Dame
(B.A.) and Catholic University School
of Law (J.D.), a two-term veteran of
the Navy, including 18 months duty in
Vietnam, and a devoted family man,
the father of five children. He is a role
model of old-fashioned values—hon-
esty, integrity, fairness, service to oth-
ers, modesty. He is a true team player.
He never claimed the spotlight, but
was always there, behind the scenes, to
offer his wise counsel, expert guidance,
and astute judgment.

Bill thoroughly understood the legis-
lative process and was a highly effec-
tive advocate for veterans. He is a mas-
ter of negotiation, able to sort through
complex issues and focus on realistic
solutions that weigh the ideal vs. the
attainable. Whether or not they agreed
with him on an issue, all who dealt
with him knew him to be fair-minded,
balanced, and an often calming voice of
reason in the heat of intense discus-
sions that shaped important legisla-
tion.

Bill’s accomplishments are many.
Most significant among them are legis-
lation leading to establishment of the
U.S. Court of Veterans Appeals for ju-
dicial review of veterans claims, and
the Veterans’ Claims Adjudication
Commission to conduct a comprehen-
sive review of the claims process; ex-
pansion of programs relating to the re-
adjustment needs of Vietnam and post-

Vietnam veterans, including creation
of a National Center on Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder; implementation
of several initiatives to address the
problem of nurse shortages at VA hos-
pitals; changes in VA’s procedures re-
sponding to the needs of women veter-
ans sexually assaulted while on active
duty; and revision of VA health care
eligibility rules. He also collaborated
with the General Accounting Office to
design and conduct a study evaluating
the supervision of VA surgical resi-
dents, and then worked with VA to
carry out recommended changes lead-
ing to increased quality of surgical
care.

Bill left behind big shoes to fill. He is
enormously missed by all of us who
worked with him.∑
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RECOGNITION OF CFIDS
AWARENESS DAY

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to reaffirm my support for
the tireless effort of the Chronic Fa-
tigue Syndrome Association of Lehigh
Valley to fight chronic fatigue and im-
mune dysfunction syndrome [CFIDS],
or Chronic Fatigue Syndrome [CFS].

For five years, the CFS Association
of Lehigh Valley has been dedicated to
finding a cure for CFIDS, increasing
public awareness, and supporting vic-
tims of this disease. The Lehigh Valley
organization is actively involved in
CFS-related research. In addition, they
regularly participate in seminars to
train health care professionals. Public
education is an essential aspect of the
association’s mission. For instance,
they arranged the broadcast of a video
documentary about CFIDS on public
television. Likewise, the Lehigh Valley
organization raises public awareness
through the International CFIDS
Awareness Day, which is held on May
12 each year. I would also note that the
CFS Association of Lehigh Valley re-
ceived the CFIDS Support Network Ac-
tion Award in both 1995 and 1996 for
their initiatives in public advocacy.

Although researchers have made
some advances in the study of this con-
dition, CFIDS remains a mysterious
illness. Presently, there is no known
cause or cure. Victims experience a
wide range of symptoms including ex-
treme fatigue, fever, muscle and joint
pain, cognitive and neurological prob-
lems, tender lymph nodes, nausea, and
vertigo. Recently, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control gave CFIDS ‘‘Priority 1’’
status in the new infectious disease
category, which also includes cholera,
malaria, hepatitis C and tuberculosis.
Until this disease is obliterated, the
CFS Association of Lehigh Valley will
continue its research and education
campaigns.

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues
to join me in commending the Lehigh
Valley organization and in supporting
the following proclamation, which I
ask be printed in the RECORD.

The proclamation follows:
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